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an officer of the Irish Free State (Saorstat Eireann), and shall hold
olixce by a tenure corresponding to his previous tenure.
Article 78
Every such existing officer who was transferred from the British
-Government by virtue of any transfer of services to the Provisional
Government shall be entitled to the benefit of Article 10 of the Scheduled
Treaty.
Article 79
The transfer of the administration of any public service, the adminis-
tration of which was not before the date of the coming into operation
of this Constitution transferred to the Provisional Government, shall
be deferred until the 3ist day of March, 1923, or such earlier date as
may, after one month's previous notice in the Official Gazette, be fixed
by the Executive Council; and such of the officers engaged in the
administration of those services at the date of transfer, as may be
determined in the manner hereinafter appearing, shall be transferred
to and become officers of the Irish Free State (Saorstat Eireann) ;
and Article 77 of this Constitution shall apply as if such officers were
existing officers of the Provisional Government who had been trans-
ferred to that Government from the British Government. The officers
to be so transferred in respect of any services shall be determined
in like manner as if the administration of the services had before the
coming into operation of the Constitution been transferred to the
Provisional Government.
Article 80
As respects departmental property, assets, rights and liabilities,
the Government of the Irish Free State (Saorstat Eireann) shall be
regarded as the successors of the Provisional Government, and, to
the extent to which functions of any department of the British Govern-
ment become functions of the Government of the Irish Free State
(Saorstat Eireann), as the successors of such department of the British
Government,
Article 81
After the date on which this constitution comes into operation the
House of the Parliament elected in pursuance of the Irish Free State
(Agreement) Act, 1922 (being the constituent assembly for the settle-
ment of this Constitution), may, for a period not exceeding oae year
from that date, but subject to compliance by the Members thereof
with the provisions of Article 17 of this Constitution, exercise all the
powers and authorities conferred on Bail Eireann by this Constitution,
and the first election for Ddil Eireann tinder Articles 26, 27 and 28
hereof shall take place as soon as possible after the expiration of such
period.
Article 82
Notwithstanding anything contained in Articles 14 and 33 hereof,
the first Seanad Eireann shall be constituted immediately after the
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